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SYNOVIAL JOINTS: THE STRUCTURE AND MECHANICS. By C. H. Barnett, D. V. Davies,
and M. A. MacConaill. (Pp. xi + 304; figs. 60. 50s.) London: Longmans, 1961.
"DEDICATED TO THOMAS WALMSLEY." This statement alone will make many generations of
medical men from Belfast consider that this book must be a model of original thought lucidly
expressed. The principles are indeed set out with a clarity and in a logical sequence that fully
justify the dedication. Nevertheless, it is not an "easy" book in the generally accepted
sense of the term, for it is never easy to convey to others an original point of view. k hardly
warrants part of the claim on the cover-leaf that, as well as appealing to the orthopzdic
surgeon and the rheumatologist, "it will serve the student or newly qualified doctor wishing
to amplify his knowledge of a subject commonly neglected in the medical course."
On the other hand, its scope extends far beyond the subject of synovial joints. The book
will be of interest and practical help to many research workers who are trying to elucidate
the problems in connection with the physical properties of the various organic co(mpounds
that are concentrated in different parts of the body.
The ground substances of cartilage and ligaments are ably described and a gallant attempt
is made to enquire into the possible functions of the various muco-polysaccharides as
lubricators ensuring the tremendously low friction between joint surfaces.
Many important points about the physics of joints have been brought out and explained
with "Walmslian" thoroughness. It is pointed out that "the frequent use of analogy has
obviated the need for a mathematical treatment of the subject." The analogies are very aptly
chosen, and, like the rest of the book, delightfully illustrated, and it is to be hoped that
the book will give a lead to those who consider that the chemists are still ahead of the
physicists in certain compartments of biology and that the help of the physicists and the
applied mathematicians is urgently needed in medicine in all its aspects. s. A. V.
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. By J. D. Kershaw, M.D., M.R.C S., M.R.C.P. (Pp. x + 228.
21s.) London: Heinemann Medical Books, 1%1.
THERE are many publications on handicapped children, but few contain as much sound
commonsense as this small book.
There is something for evervbody, including surgeons, physicians, therapists, almoners, and
educationalists, etc. The author emphasises the importance of performing orthopxdic operations
at a time best suited to the child anid not to the surgeon. Educationalists and others should
note that not all handicapped children require special schooling.
In ani attempt to cater for too many the author has little to say about treatment or its
limitations. It is to be hoped he wvill remedy this in the nlCxt edition anid wvill include other
handicaps, e.g., muscular dystrophv, spina bifida, etc. W.i. F.
TEXTBOOK OF GENITO-URINARY SURGERY. Edited by H. P. Winsbury-White,
M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.(Edin.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.), assisted by J. D. Fergusson, M.A., M.D.,
F.R.C.S. Second Edition. (Pp. xiv + 98,8; figs. 472. £6. 10s.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1961.
THE first edition of this monumental work appeared in 1948 under the editorship of
Mr. Winsbury-White. In this second edition he has been ably assisted by Mr. J. D. Fergusson,
Director of the Institute of Urology, University of London.
The text has been largely rewritten by a team of urologists, each an acknowledged expert
on his particular subject. The result has been an up-to-date and comprehensive volume of
modern urology that admirably reflects the great advances that have been made in this
speciality since 1948.
There are five sections in the book. In Section 1 the embryology and the surgical anatomy
of the genito-urinary apparatus are discussed, and there is a chapter on renal physiology.
In Section 2 the symptoms and signs of renal disease are described. In the chapter on
cystoscopic investigation advice is given on the choice of a cystoscopy, and comments are
made on the method of sterilization.
126Section 3 deals with the physiology, diagnosis, and the treatment of renal disease. This is
covered in a detailed manner, well illustrated, and with complete references.
In Section 4 such subjects as infertility, intersex, the role of the small intestine in genito-
urinary surgery, and kidney homo-transplantation are discussed.
Section 5 is devoted entirely to operative surgery and an2sthesia. All the standard operations
in modern urological practice are described.
This book must now be regarded as the standard work on urology in the English language.
It should be in the library of every urological surgeon, as well as those general surgeons
with an interest in urology. In addition it will be invaluable to the post-graduate studying
for the fellowship examination. J. MCI. M.
ONCOGENIC VIRUSES. By Ludwik Gross. (Pp. xi + 393; pls. 41. 80s.) Oxford, Londonl,
New York, Paris: Pergamon Press, 1961.
DURING the past ten years there has been a very rapid growth in tumour-virus experimental
work, and consequently of the literature. Dr. Gross's excellent monograph has not only
brought together a review of the known oncogenic viruses but also discusses the current
status of the experimental approach to virus caused neoplasms. The book is not only
attractively, clearly, and authoritatively written but is beautifully produced.
The first chapter presents a simple and straightforward introduction to the properties of
viruses, the transplantation of tumours by cell graft and the transmission of tumours by
filtrates. This introductory chapter provides all the necessary background information for
the non-specialist who should not be deterred from reading this book because of its some-
what formidable sounding title. The subsequent chapters review all the important information
on viruses causing tumours in animals, their transmission, epidemiology, and pathology. The
viruses in this book have been "personalised," for not only are there numerous electron
microscope photographs of the viruses and their tumours but also of twenty-seven of the
men and women as well as of the mice associated with their discovery and study. Many
readers will find the inclusion of photographs of contemporary virologists a most attractive
feature.
The final chapter deals with the search for oncogenic viruses in humans and discusses
the possible viral xtiology of cancer.
Each chapter of the book is followed by a very carefully compiled list of the most
important bibliographical references which should prove of great use to the reader who is
iinterested in a particular field.
This most readable book can be strongly recommended not only to virologists and
pathologists but to all experimental biologists as well as to physicians and surgeons quite
apart from its value as the most up-to-date reference book in this rapidly expanding field.
G. W. A. D.
TEXTBOOK OF MEDICAL TREATMENT. Edited by Sir Derrick Dunlop, Sir Stanley
Davidson, and S. Alstead. Eighth Edition. (Pp. xix + 983. 60s.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1961.
A REVIEWER once wrote that a new edition of a well-known textbook had grown in girth
but not in stature. The new edition of this excellent and popular textbook has grown in
stature but not in girth. It has been revised and some chapters radically altered. This is as
it should be, for therapeutics change rapidly in this modem world.
I would like to see a short select bibliography at the end of each chapter so that students
may be guided to some of the controversy and argument which it is impossible to deal with
adequately in a textbook; but I have no hesitation in recommending this book for under-
graduates. To graduates who used an earlier edition of this book in their student days and
keep the old favourite to hand, I would say: "Get rid of the old and buy the new." This
is good advice that will benefit all, including, I hope, the authors and the publishers. o. L. W.
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